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JENIFER

Jenifer Elizabeth Sanders
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.Ienifer's uniqueness began the day she rvas born
rvhen the nun in a San Fernando Valle-v hospital
misspel led her name.

Jenifer,  using her gi f ts of car ing; calmness;
cheerfulness led a life of quiet adventure.

Jenifer,  Winnie the Pooh's biggest fan.

. Ieni fer,  lover of chi ldren and al l  things innocent
and pure.

Jenifer, on learning a fellow rvriter friend rvanted
to borrorv her house in Topanga Canyon for the
summer to do some wri t ing, took off  for Br i tain
and the Cont inent with a backpack and a few
hundred dol lars.  Whi le hi tching a r ide into
London, a chauffeur-driven Rolls-Royce stopped
to give her a r ide. The octupant on the back seat
lvrs an elderly ladv on her way to have tea rvith

Queen El izabeth. The ensuing conversat ion led
the lady to state, " I  wish my grandchi ldren were
more l ike vou. They bore me to tears!"

Jenifer,  using the postal  system, recent ly made
friends with an English relative of a fellow
docent.  Upon learning of her passing he wrote,

"I t  is c lear rve had much in common, and I  am
certain that I  would have found much to say to
he r.  Sharing a sense of humor is fundamental  to

fr iendship. Those who laugh at the same things
are kindred spir i ts.  To enjoy Three Men In A
Boat, a favorite book of mine, I would havc
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thought it necessary to be, not simply British, but
specifically English; and I learn, with sadness
now, that it was a favorite book of Jenifer's."

We shall miss vou for a lifetime. Jenifer.

TRf,ES OF THE ROSE GARDEN

Magnolia x Veitchii' Isco'

Magnolia -r Veitchii Tscn' is one of the several
Asian magnolias that blooms before le:rves
appear.

The history of Magnolia -y Veitchii, the lirst of the
Veitchii magnolia, was documented by W. T.
Andrews, the Nurserlv Manager for the Veitch
Nursery. Mr. Andrews spent his entire rvorking
life with Peter Veitch and recorded in his orvn
words the actual c ircumstances of the raising and
the propagat ion of the hvbrid,  Veitchi i .

Peter Veitch was a renolvned British lVlagnolia
breeder and nurseryman from f,xeter, Bngland.
The Veitch family were the most famous British
nurser-ymen of the nineteenth century,
introducing over 1,100 new plants into gardens.
The firm was stared in 1808 in Exeter by John
Veitch(1752-1839.) The Veitch establ ishnrent
had one of the greatest nurseries of i ts t ime. The
Exeter branch of the family maintained a
nurseLv unt i l  the 1960's.  The si te is norv included
in the grounds of Exeter Universi tv.

According to Andrews' records, Peter Veitch
used pollen from Magnolio denudala and other
magnolias to pollinate flowers of ll lq;noliu
ctmphellii. His main purpose rvas to develop



(hvbr id ize)  a magnol ia  that  was as beaut i fu l  as i ts
parents,  more hardy and would f lower in  ^
reasonable length of  t ime.  Many magnol ia  can
teke up to 30 ye:rrs to bloom when grown from
seed- But rvhen selected cultivars are grafted
they rv i l l  b loom much sooner.

Of all the florvers poll inated from Magnolia
campbell i i  onlv one seed pod developed. It rvas
fabeled campbell i i  -r denudate. The six seeds were
sorvn and a l l  germinated.  Each seedl ing was
assigned a number,  one through s ix .  When the
seedl ings were mature thev were p lanted out  in
the nursery unti l they flowered. It took fifteen
vears for the six seedling to flower.

Of  the s ix  seedl ings,  number three was the f i rs t
to flower. It was the best of the six and was
eventual lv  named 'Vei tch i i ' .  Number s i . r  was
next to florver, and it was thought to be identical
to number three.  Seedl ings l ,  2 ,  4 and 5 were
destroved because there were no improvement  on
er is t ing var iet ies.

Number three and s ix  were propagated by
ground laver ing.  The ground layer ing method
requires that  a par t ia l  cut  be made in a branch
whi le i t  is  s t i l l  a t tached to the p lant .  A pebble is
then p laced into the cut  to  keep i t  open.  The
cutting is attached to a stake for support. (Fig.
tA ) .

Fig. 1A*

The prepared branch is secured using :1ne rvire
pin.  A br ick or  rock is  p laced on top of  the soi l  to
help hold the branch in p lace.  (F ig.  lB)

Fig. lB*

A year later is was discovered that three antl six
were not the same so propagat ion of number six
was discont inued.

Number sir  was rediscovered seyeral  years later
and was named M. -r Veitchii var. ,Isca,.

I t  is a del ightful  f lowering tree, blooming earl ier
thtn lrl. -u Veitchil It produces numerous satinv
rvhite, pear shaped flowers along flat-grorving
branches. Blooming season is ear lv Januan'
through Nlarch.

Veilchii 'Isca' is located of the center rvalkrvav as
you enter the Rose Garden, west of the
Armil lar l  Sphere.

The label for this tree is on order and rvi l l  be
installed when it is received.

*Figures lA and
Garden Book. sixth

lB from Sunset Western
print ing, Apri l ,  1998.

Ivlartha Burkard

THE DOCENT'S POST

Deadheading and working int imatelv
roses in The Huntington Rose Garden
the joys of being a doceut,  but the
resistance is tour ing guests. There is so
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i s  one  o f

p iece  de

much  to



learn from our visitors as we share our treasures,
the roses and the other gardens, witb them
through information and stor ies.

Recently, I invited an old friend to lunch at the
Rose Garden Caf6 and then to tour the gardens.
At that t ime the impatiens were exquisi te in the
Welcome Center area. As we passed them, I
pointed toward them and said, "Look at those
gorgeous colors." My guest turned a blank face
in my direct ion. I  covered a mi ld sense of
discomfort  rv i th a smile and said, "Aren' t  those
reds, fuschias, and bright pinks glorious egainst
the dark green fol iage!" " I 'm color bl ind!" he
exclaimed. Heart  s inking, I  said, "What do you
see?" " iVlore to the point,"  he repl ied, "What do
YOU see?" So began an adventure of sharing
that I  shal l  never forget.

We spent trvo hours covering all the gardens. I
pointed out al l  the reds, pinks, oranges, and
vellorvs while he ahvays beat me to the purples.
Purple is a color he can see. It was interesling, he
could not onl l '  see purpie, but feel  i t .  He said i t
ahvays gave him joy to point out to his wife a
purple flowered tree, or shrub that had not burst
into bloom vet knorving that it soon would be a
glorious shade of purple. She ahvavs said, "How
do you knol?" He rvould reply, "I can feel it."
He said she never let it go at that, but would go
back to see the color as it bloomed and confirmed
that he was ahvays right.

As I left him at the front gate later that afternoon
he said, "This was fun. I must bring my wife
here." They are members he said, but have
never real ly used the membership.

We both learned something that day. He, that he
rvas missing a great deal by not coming to The
Huntington, and I ,  that one can never know what
to expect from the experience of tour ing. I  look
at the garden differently now, often thinking as I
look at the color of flowers and trees how I would
describe them to my friend for I had very much
taken for granted my gift of sight.

Dorothv Fansler

ROSE GARDEN UPDATES

We are al l  arvare of the exquisi te improvements
that have been made to the Rose Caf6. The
remaining rvork to be done outside includes the
installation of a treillage in front of the rvindorvs
that look out onto the Pat io area.

The treillage rvill h:rve a latticervork pattern that
will frame the rvindorvs with cutouts allorving
light yet softening the inside eating area. The
treillage will be planted with an as vet to be
decided upon rose that rvill give those diners
inside a view of the pat io and surrounding
garden through the boughs of the plants.  Those
who chose to dine outside will have a view of a
beautiful climber against the building.

It is anticipated this work will be completed in
early 1999, and rvill certainly be a part of our
Rose Festival.

Other changes that are in the works include:

Converting the Nearly Wild area from the
rvalklvay to the bell torver and from the entrance
to the Japanese Garden to the Sub-Tropical  path
rvill take place and these areas will be planted
with Old Garden Roses. Partial funding is in
place due to a generous donat ion by June Grose.

Bed #1, south of the pergola leading into the Rose
Garden from the Shakespeare Garden, norv
home to Old Garden Roses, rvill be planted rvith
2lst  CentuLv roses.

A number of c l imbing roses wi l l  be replaced
throughout the Garden.

A def ini te schedule has not,  at  this point in t inte,
been establ ished for the accomplishment of these
tasks. Horvever, if you desire to be a part of this
restructur ing, start  by joining us for an extra day
a week and become a part  of  this exci t ing update
of the Garden.

Pruning begins .Ianuary ,{, 1999. There rvill be a
refresher clinic before we begin. If you cannot be
here that day, come when you can and you rvi l l
be instructed in pruning techniques.

On January 16, 1999 there will be a pruning
demonstrat ion for the general  publ ic from l l :00
a.m. to l :00 p.m. This is not only an excel lent



opportunitv to revierv these techniques but
alwavs proves to be a source of information from
the quest ions the publ ic br ing with them.

Bea Whyld

NEWS FLASH!! !

As part  of  our contract with David Aust in for
testing growing patterns in Southern California,
we received six (two each for a total of 12) new,
as yet unnamed roses ( ident i f ied by number only)
on November 30. On December 1, they evolved
from bare root roses to roses in 5 gallon pots.
These roses wi l l  be in post entry quarant ine for
the next 2- l  months. After that t ime. vou can
expect to see them in the Rose Garden.

FRO}I THE DESK OF CLAIR }lARTDi

Thanks are due to al l  of  you who have given so
generouslv of vour t ime, effort  and sweat over
the past vear.  We have substant ial ly increased
the docent ranks by f ive t imes and have for the
f i rst  t ime been able to staff  the Rose Garden on a
dai ly basis!  Nlanv of you have ei ther joined our
regular Tuesdav volunteers or taken i t  upon
yourself  to help us with the ongoing task of
deadheading.

The Spring Rose Fest ival  was a success in no
smal l  part  due to the efforts of our dedicated
volunteers and Docents. The Hunt ington hosted
over 2-1,000 visi tors during the nine days of the
Fest ival  and recorded the highest sales of
admission t ickets.  Our Docents recorded
speaking to and tour ing over 8,000 visi tors
dur ing  the  Fes t iva l !  And don ' t  th ink  tha t  your
efforts on behalf  of  The Hunt ington have passed
unnot iced  !

I  wi l l  be part ic ipat ing as on!  of three off ic ial  f loat
judges for the Pasadena Tournament of Roses
and will be arvav from the Garden for the last
week of December. I  wi l l  be back in the Rose
Garden to start  pruning the f i rst  rveek of
Januar,v 1999. I look fonvard to rvorking with all
of  you in our ongoing goal of  improving the Rose
Garden and making i t  the center of rose
knowledge and culture we al l  hope i t  can become.

Clair ilIartin

DID YOU KNOW??

Rose flowers were used as a decoration on a
three'dol lar bi l l .  A tr io of iose-laden cupids
adorn the face of a three-dol lar note issued bv a
Kansas terr i tor ial  bank in 1856. Remember the
saving, "phony as a three dol lar bi l l?" Wel l ,
mavbe not???

HAPPY NEW YEAR, E\IERYONE


