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JENIFER
Jenifer Elizabeth Sanders
April 6, 1948
November 6, 1998

Jenifer's uniqueness began the day she was born
when the nun in a San Fernando Valley hospital
misspelled her name.

Jenifer, using her gifts of caring; calmness;
cheerfulness led a life of quiet adventure.

Jenifer, Winnie the Pooh's biggest fan.

Jenifer, lover of children and all things innocent
and pure.

Jenifer, on learning a fellow writer friend wanted
to borrow her house in Topanga Canyon for the
summer to do some writing, took off for Britain
and the Continent with a backpack and a few
hundred dollars. While hitching a ride into
London, a chauffeur-driven Rolls-Royce stopped
to give her a ride. The octupant on the back seat
was an elderly lady on her way to have tea with
Queen Elizabeth. The ensuing conversation led
the lady to state, "I wish my grandchildren were
more like you. They bore me to tears!"

Jenifer, using the postal system, recently made
friends with an English relative of a fellow
docent. Upon learning of her passing he wrote,
"It is clear we had much in common, and I am
certain that I would have found much to say to
her. Sharing a sense of humor is fundamental to
friendship. Those who laugh at the same things
are kindred spirits. To enjoy Three Men In A
Boat, a favorite book of mine, I would have

thought it necessary to be, not simply British, but
specifically English; and I learn, with sadness
now, that it was a favorite book of Jenifer's."

We shall miss you for a lifetime, Jenifer.

TREES OF THE ROSE GARDEN

Magnolia x Veitchii 'Isca’

Magnolia x Veitchii 'Isca’ is one of the several
Asian magnolias that blooms before leaves
appear.

The history of Magnolia x Veitchii, the first of the
Veitchii magnolia, was documented by W. T.
Andrews, the Nursery Manager for the Veitch
Nursery. Mr. Andrews spent his entire working
life with Peter Veitch and recorded in his own
words the actual circumstances of the raising and
the propagation of the hybrid, Veitchii.

Peter Veitch was a renowned British Magnolia
breeder and nurseryman from Exeter, England.
The Veitch family were the most famous British
nurserymen of the nineteenth century,
introducing over 1,100 new plants into gardens.
The firm was stared in 1808 in Exeter by John
Veitch(1752-1839.) The Veitch establishment
had one of the greatest nurseries of its time. The
Exeter branch of the family maintained a
nursery until the 1960's. The site is now included
in the grounds of Exeter University.

According to Andrews’ records, Peter Veitch
used pollen from Magnolia denudata and other
magnolias to pollinate flowers of Magnolia
campbellii. His main purpose was to develop



(hybridize) 2 magnolia that was as beautiful as its
parents, more hardy and would flower in a
reasonable length of time. Many magnolia can
take up to 30 years to bloom when grown from
seed. But when selected cultivars are grafted
they will bloom much sooner.

Of all the flowers pollinated from Magnolia
campbellii only one seed pod developed. It was
labeled campbellii x denudate. The six seeds were
sown and all germinated. Each seedling was
assigned a number, one through six. When the
seedlings were mature they were planted out in
the nursery until they flowered. It took fifteen
vears for the six seedling to flower.

Of the six seedlings, number three was the first
to flower. It was the best of the six and was
eventually named 'Veitchii'. Number six was
next to flower, and it was thought to be identical
to number three. Seedlings 1, 2, 4 and 5 were
destroyed because there were no improvement on
existing varieties.

Number three and six were propagated by
ground layering. The ground layering method
requires that a partial cut be made in a branch
while it is still attached to the plant. A pebble is
then placed into the cut to keep it open. The
cutting is attached to a stake for support. (Fig.
1A).

Fig. 1A*
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The prepared branch is secured using as wire
pin. A brick or rock is placed on top of the soil to
help hold the branch in place. (Fig. 1B)

Fig. 1B*

A year later is was discovered that three and six
were not the same so propagation of number six
was discontinued.

Number six was rediscovered several years later
and was named M. x Veitchii var. 'Isca’.

It is a delightful flowering tree, blooming earlier
than M. x. Veitchii. 1t produces numerous satiny
white, pear shaped flowers along flat-growing
branches. Blooming season is early January
through March.

Veirchii 'Isca’ is located of the center walkway as
you enter the Rose Garden, west of the
Armillary Sphere.

The label for this tree is on order and will be
installed when it is received.

*Figures 1A and 1B from Sunset Western
Garden Book, sixth printing, April, 1998.

Martha Burkard

THE DOCENT'S POST

Deadheading and working intimately with the
roses in The Huntington Rose Garden is one of
the joys of being a docent, but the piece de
resistance is touring guests. There is so much to



fearn from our visitors as we share our treasures,
the roses and the other gardens, with them
through information and stories.

Recently, I invited an old friend to lunch at the
Rose Garden Café and then to tour the gardens.
At that time the impatiens were exquisite in the
Welcome Center area. As we passed them, I
pointed toward them and said, "Look at those
gorgeous colors.” My guest turned a blank face
in my direction. I covered a mild sense of
discomfort with a smile and said, "Aren't those
reds, fuschias, and bright pinks glorious against
the dark green foliage!" "I'm color blind!" he
exclaimed. Heart sinking, I said, "What do you
see?" "More to the point,'" he replied, "What do
YOU see?" So began an adventure of sharing
that I shall never forget.

We spent two hours covering all the gardens. 1
pointed out all the reds, pinks, oranges, and
vellows while he always beat me to the purples.
Purple is a color he can see. It was interesting, he
could not only see purpie, but feel it. He said it
always gave him joy to point out to his wife a
purple flowered tree, or shrub that had not burst
into bloom yet knowing that it soon would be a
glorious shade of purple. She always said, "How
do you know?" He would reply, "I can feel it."
He said she never let it go at that, but would go
back to see the color as it bloomed and confirmed
that he was always right.

As Ileft him at the front gate later that afternoon
he said, "This was fun. I must bring my wife
here." They are members he said, but have
never really used the membership.

We both learned something that day. He, that he
was missing a great deal by not coming to The
Huntington, and I, that one can never know what
to expect from the experience of touring. I look
at the garden differently now, often thinking as I
look at the color of flowers and trees how I would
describe them to my friend for I had very much
taken for granted my gift of sight.

Dorothy Fansler
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ROSE GARDEN UPDATES

We are all aware of the exquisite improvements
that have been made to the Rose Café. The
remaining work to be done outside includes the
installation of a treillage in front of the windows
that look out onto the Patio area.

The treillage will have a latticework pattern that
will frame the windows with cutouts allowing
light yet softening the inside eating area. The
treillage will be planted with an as yet to be
decided upon rose that will give those diners
inside a view of the patio and surrounding
garden through the boughs of the plants. Those
who chose to dine outside will have a view of a
beautiful climber against the building.

It is anticipated this work will be completed in
early 1999, and will certainly be a part of our
Rose Festival.

Other changes that are in the works include:

Converting the Nearly Wild area from the
walkway to the bell tower and from the entrance
to the Japanese Garden to the Sub-Tropical path
will take place and these areas will be planted
with Old Garden Roses. Partial funding is in
place due to a generous donation by June Grose.

Bed #1, south of the pergola leading into the Rose
Garden from the Shakespeare Garden, now
home to Old Garden Roses, will be planted with
215t Century roses.

A number of climbing roses will be replaced
throughout the Garden.

A definite schedule has not, at this point in time,
been established for the accomplishment of these
tasks. However, if you desire to be a part of this
restructuring, start by joining us for an extra day
a week and become a part of this exciting update
of the Garden.

Pruning begins January 4, 1999. There will be a
refresher clinic before we begin. If you cannot be
here that day, come when you can and you will
be instructed in pruning techniques.

On January 16, 1999 there will be a pruning
demonstration for the general public from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This is not only an excellent



opportunity to review these techniques but
always proves to be a source of information from
the questions the public bring with them.

Bea Whyld

NEWS FLASH!!!

As part of our contract with David Austin for
testing growing patterns in Southern California,
we received six (two each for a total of 12) new,
as yet unnamed roses (identified by number only)
on November 30. On December 1, they evolved
from bare root roses to roses in 5 gallon pots.
These roses will be in post entry quarantine for
the next 24 months. After that time, you can
expect to see them in the Rose Garden.

FROM THE DESK OF CLAIR MARTIN

Thanks are due to all of you who have given so
generously of vour time, effort and sweat over
the past year. We have substantially increased
the docent ranks by five times and have for the
first time been able to staff the Rose Garden on a
daily basis! Many of you have either joined our
regular Tuesday volunteers or taken it upon
yourself to help us with the ongoing task of
deadheading.

The Spring Rose Festival was a success in no
small part due to the efforts of our dedicated
volunteers and Docents. The Huntington hosted
over 24,000 visitors during the nine days of the
Festival and recorded the highest sales of
admission tickets. Our Docents recorded
speaking to and touring over 8,000 visitors
during the Festival! And don’t think that your
efforts on behalf of The Huntington have passed
unnoticed!

1 will be participating as one of three official float
judges for the Pasadena Tournament of Roses
and will be away from the Garden for the last
week of December. I will be back in the Rose
Garden to start pruning the first week of
January 1999. I look forward to working with all
of you in our ongoing goal of improving the Rose
Garden and making it the center of rose
knowledge and culture we all hope it can become.

Clair Martin

DID YOU KNOW??

Rose flowers were used as a decoration on a
three-dollar bill. A trio of rose-laden cupids
adorn the face of a three-dollar note issued by a
Kansas territorial bank in 1856. Remember the
saying, "phony as a three dollar bill?" Well,
maybe not???
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HAPPY NEW YEAR, EVERYONE




